
The lack of nutritious and healthy food in Gaza has been a growing 

problem, leaving more than  60% of Gaza’s population vulnerable to 

food shortage and hunger. The situation has rapidly deteriorated with 

the ongoing Israeli blockade, which prevents the entry of many goods 

into Gaza, including agricultural tools like water hoses and seedlings.  

To address the current problem, CHF International, with funding from 

the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), 

launched the Gaza Urban Agriculture Revitalization and Development 

(GUARD), which aims at increasing the availability of a variety of fresh, 

nutritious foods from local sources that are unaffected by border 

closures, thereby improving both food security and nutrition.  It is 

expected that many families  will be able to produce a surplus that can be 

marketed to supplement household income. 

                          Gaza Urban Agriculture  Revitalization 

and   Development (GUARD)  

1,000 households have 

been selected based on 

a transparent crite-

ria  from the 5 gover-

norates of the Gaza 

Strip to receive 

GUARD training and 

toolkit.  

Urban and Organic 

Agriculture guidelines 

and books published 

and distributed to 

community members .  

More than 600 com-

munity members have 

been trained to estab-

lish urban gardens and 

produce nutritious 

foods.  

“The best thing about the new farm is that my family is 

going to become self-sufficient and produce healthy, 

fresh vegetables. Once we start harvesting, we won’t have 

to buy anything from the market anymore, and we won’t 

even need the assistance coupons. We will give them 

instead to people who need them”. 

Nidal Bashir,13 years old, attended the training on behalf of his disabled father, Gaza. 

GUARD has begun training and will equip 1,000 selected community 

members to establish urban gardens and produce nutritious foods bene-

fitting vulnerable conflict-affected households. The selected seeds (such 

as carrot, watermelon, corn, among others) are expected to improve 

their food security status and reduce the level of dependency on food 

distribution programs. The plan is to provide vulnerable families with all 

the needed equipment and seedlings during the project period, in addi-

tion to training that will increase their knowledge of urban and organic 

agriculture and facilitate the practical aspect of the project.  

The program will also provide basic marketing and business develop-

ment training for beneficiaries who can achieve a production surplus. 

CHF will explore the existing marketing networks in Gaza to help them 

market their produce.  

In addition, GUARD aims to increase community awareness within the 

Gaza Strip on the benefits of urban gardens through four awareness 

campaigns. Informative material will be  distributed during these cam-

paigns to local organizations in Gaza. Also, informative open days will 

be organized for local university students. 



Rana’s Story  

In a rather unusual sight in Gaza, 27-year-old Rana Salqawi was 

one of  the two women attending CHF’ GUARD agricultural 

training along with 17 men. Rana received the extensive 4-day 

training on behalf  of  her father, as she explained that she has the 

freedom as an unmarried woman to manage the farm, attend 

trainings and lectures, and to work as she pleases. 

Rana explains  that she was born into a family that practices 

farming as a source of  living and income at the same time. “Ever 

since we were kids,” says Rana, “we would always work as a fam-

ily on the farm. We really had no other option, but we enjoyed it.” 

However, Rana’s family is one of  the many families whose farms 

were destroyed during the 2009 war on Gaza and who cannot 

afford to rebuild their farm.  Her family is also one of  the many 

families who continue to practice traditional farming methods 

that require the use of  chemicals and pesticide.  

However, after the organic agricultural training provided by CHF, 

Rana, as a representative of  her family, said that she is proud to 

introduce new organic farming methods to the family and to the 

neighborhood. With the help of  GUARD, the farm will be rebuilt 

using healthier and safer measures, through organic agriculture.  

 

An agricultural training session under the GUARD 

program 

A CHF engineer diagnosing trees in Rana’s garden 

in preparation for the installment of the new 

GUARD trees 

“Although my mother, my sister and I work on the 

farm, the knowledge of  soil, fertilizers and other 

traditional farming methods resides with my father 

and my brothers. Thanks to CHF, I now not only 

have more knowledge of  the subject than they do, 

but I also know new methods that will help us 

produce healthy vegetables. I greatly look forward 

to applying the new knowledge to our home 

garden.”  

Rana Salem 

 

A training session for female-headed households under 

the GUARD Program 
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Community members rehabilitating their land under 

the GUARD Program 


