
Who is Global Communities?
Global Communities is an international non-profit organization that works closely with communities worldwide to bring about sustainable 
changes that improve the lives and livelihoods of the vulnerable.
Development is not something we do for people; it is something we do with them. We believe that the people who understand their needs 
best are the people of the community itself.
Global Communities has existed for 60 years. Most recently we have been known as CHF International and, before that, the Cooperative 
Housing Foundation. We began in 1952 as the Foundation for Cooperative Housing.

Why Partners for Good?
Our tagline is the “single organizing idea” that we use as an organization. We partner with communities, the private sector, governments, 
other NGOs, and community organizations to make positive changes in the lives of people who need it most.
Our work strives to create positive change. “Partners for Good” also represents our long-term commitment, in English playing on the 
double meaning of “for good”.

Why did you change your name?
The name “CHF International” did not communicate well our work or our approach. The first question we were always asked was “what 
does CHF stand for?” and we would answer “Cooperative Housing Foundation”. Then we would have to explain that we don’t just do 
housing, we are not a cooperative, and we are not a foundation.
CHF’s name failed to communicate what we do and who we are; it was often counterproductive, giving the wrong impression and 
evoking confusion. So we changed our name to one that communicates who we are and what we do. We are an organization that works 
at the community level across the globe; the name Global Communities emphasizes that.

What has stayed the same?
Our heritage is six decades of putting the community in charge of their own development – we have not and will not change that, even 
as we pioneer new types of programs, develop innovative partnerships and work in new environments around the world.



What are our values?
Our values are four commitments that we use to define our work, 
our approach and who we are. We use these to talk about our 
work, to examine ourselves and to ensure that we remain focused. 
They are:

Genuine
We work through relationships based on trust, respect and equity. 
We are diplomatic and sensitive to cultures. We work and employ 
locally. We believe that equality, shared responsibility and comple-
mentary strengths are at the core of our partnerships. We are 
accountable and insist upon ethical behavior in how we interact 
with the world around us.

Committed
We do what we do because it is the right thing to do. We work with 
passion, enthusiasm, a belief in our mission and in our people, and 
we are determined to ensure our work results in tangible, long-term 
good worldwide.

Connected
We bring together communities, the private sector, governments, 
organizations and the full range and resources of our networks to 
improve dialogue, create prosperity, stability, peace and positive 
change. We learn from each other. We embrace technology as a 
means to better connect the world around us.

Purposeful
We are a resolute, forward-looking organization that embraces 
change in the world and among ourselves to drive new ways to 
achieve our mission. We bring clarity to complex issues. We are 
smart and responsive, business-like, and determined to innovate 
and find ways to partner more effectively for the benefit of our 
community partners worldwide.

What are our areas of  expertise?
• Humanitarian Assistance 
• Micro, SME & Housing Finance 
• Global Health 
• Governance & Urban Development 
• Investing in Women & Youth 
• Economic Development 
• Capacity Development & Civil Society 
• Infrastructure & Construction

What are some key facts about Global 
Communities?
• We currently operate in more than 20 countries and have  
 worked in over 80 since we began in 1952. We have 
 implemented over 20 programs in the West Bank & Gaza 
 since 1994.

• Global Communities runs the largest network of micro-
 finance institutions in the Middle East, in Lebanon, Iraq,  
 Jordan and the West Bank and Gaza.

• We have around 2,000 staff worldwide. Of these, 95%  
 are from the countries, even the communities,   
 where they work.

• Global Communities has won awards for projects in   
 climate change adaptation, working with communities   
 affected by HIV and AIDS, transparency in our micro-
 finance institutions, and our leadership and innovation.

• We are funded by a large variety of donors including   
 USAID, OPIC, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, The  
 Global Fund, The World Bank, UNDP, UNOCHA, 
 Caterpillar, Goldman Sachs and many more.

Global Communities is a politically neutral, 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

Jerusalem Office

Abu Rmeileh Building, Shajrat Al Durr St., Beit Hanina 
P.O. Box: 25122, Jerusalem, 97300 
Phone Number: +972 2 5855827
Ramallah / Al Bireh Office

VIP #3 Building, Tawfeeq Zayyad St., Al Balou', Al Bireh
Phone number: +972 2 2413616
Fax: +972 2 2413614
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